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Today’s Commencement
The University
In the mid-1850s, a group of Methodist ministers sought refuge from the 
brutality of a territory torn by economic and social disagreement. It was 
decided that such a retreat could only be found in the presence of education. 
A sanctuary of culture and civility was planned, but it was not until the 
Palmyra Association made a considerable donation of land that Baldwin City 
was selected as the location for Kansas’ first university. Named for Osmon C. 
Baker, the first American bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Baker 
University was granted a charter by the territorial legislature on February 12, 
1858. 
 Throughout its history, the university has produced educated contributors 
to all fields. Baker boasts four Rhodes Scholars, a Pulitzer Prize winner, and 
countless others who have made a lasting impact as explorers, clergymen, 
politicians, writers, and academics. 
 In the 166 years since its inception, Baker has evolved from a small 
university and preparatory school to a comprehensive university with four 
schools and degrees ranging from associate to doctorate. From the first 
graduating class of three in 1866, Baker now serves students across campuses 
in Kansas and online around the world. The College of Arts and Sciences 
offers undergraduate degrees in more than 30 areas of study on the Baldwin 
City campus. The School of Professional and Graduate Studies serves working 
adults with numerous online programs. At the School of Nursing, Baker 
partners with Stormont Vail Health in Topeka to offer bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in nursing. The School of Education offers bachelor’s, master’s, and 
doctoral degrees in Baldwin City and online.

Designation of Scholastic 
Honors
These designations are applicable to baccalaureate degrees:
 Summa Cum Laude – With Highest Honors
 Magna Cum Laude – With High Honors
 Cum Laude – With Honors
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The Academic Regalia
The pageantry and dress of the academic procession have been inherited from 
the medieval universities of the eleventh and twelfth centuries where academic 
life began, first in the Church, then in the guilds. Principal features of academic 
dress are the gown, the cap, and the hood. 
 The bachelor’s gown has pointed sleeves. Sleeves of the master’s gown are 
long and closed, with a slit at the wrist. Doctoral gowns have full bell sleeves 
with three velvet chevrons across them and are faced with velvet. University 
presidents usually wear academic regalia that represent the school. 
 The colors of the hood generally represent the school and discipline. 
Traditional colors associated with disciplines are Maize, Agriculture; White, Arts, 
Letters, and Humanities; Drab, Accounting and Business; Copper, Economics; 
Light Blue, Education; Orange, Engineering; Brown, Fine Arts; Russet, Forestry; 
Crimson, Journalism; Purple, Law; Lemon, Library Science; Green, Medicine; 
Pink, Music; Apricot, Nursing; Silver Gray, Speech; Dark Blue, Philosophy; 
Sage Green, Physical Education; Golden Yellow, Science; Citron, Social Work; 
Scarlet, Theology.

The University Symbols
In 166 years, Baker has developed many rich traditions. Along with these 
traditions came a series of symbols holding special meaning to the university 
and its rituals. 
 The Presidential Medallion was first worn on April 22, 1967, by Baker 
President James E. Doty for his inauguration. A gift from Doty’s alma mater, 
Mount Union College in Ohio, the sterling silver and gold medallion is worn 
by university presidents during ceremonial events, such as commencement and 
convocation, to signify the official authority and responsibility of the president. 
 The Baker University seal was added as a university symbol when the 
university celebrated its golden anniversary. Its Latin motto translates “Let him 
first be a man,” adding to the display of three Greek words: mind, body, and 
soul. At the center is the lamp of learning on the open book of knowledge. 
 The Baker University mace symbolizes the power and authority of learning. 
Commissioned for the 1974 inauguration of Baker’s 24th president, Jerald C. 
Walker, Walt Bailey, emeritus faculty member whose career at Baker spanned 42 
years as a professor of art, created the mace from remnants of Baker’s Centenary 
Hall and historic Parmenter Hall. Bearing the name of Baker’s 29 presidents, the 
mace is carried in the procession of official university ceremonies by the Grand 
Marshal. The traditional symbol was derived from a battle instrument of the 
knights in the Middle Ages.

Flags 
The flags represent countries of origin of our graduating students and faculty. 
This year we have flags representing Antigua and Barbuda, Colombia, Hungary, 
Nigeria, and Romania.
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Neuenswander Outstanding 
Dissertation Award 
The Dr. Bill Neuenswander Outstanding Dissertation Award was established 
in 2011 to recognize exceptional work by doctoral candidates and to encourage 
the highest levels of scholarship, research, and writing. Dr. Neuenswander, 
served Baker for 17 years in varied roles, including professor of undergraduate 
and graduate courses, director of teacher education, and dean of the School 
of Education. He held a key role in developing Baker’s first doctoral program, 
Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership, in 2006, and was inducted into 
the Kansas Teacher Hall of Fame in 2004.

The Alma Mater
To The Orange   
by Warren Shepard
arr. by Roger Kugler

The Program
This program lists degree recipients together with candidates who plan to 
complete requirements in the near future. It is not an official list of graduates.

Exit procedure: In the event of an emergency, please remain calm and move to the 
exits in an orderly fashion. There are two gates that exit on the northeast side of the 
grandstand and two gates that exit to the west. Please move quietly and quickly to 
the nearest exit. In the event of lightning, please exit the stadium and return to your 
vehicle. We will communicate with graduates when it is safe to return to your seats or 
if the ceremony will be postponed. 

Thank you. 
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 theCeremonies
Order of

President Lynne E. Murray
Presiding

*Processional  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kansas City St. Andrew Pipes and Drums

*Invocation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Reverend Kevin Hopkins 
                                                                                           University Minister

Welcome and Introductions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Lynne Murray
 29th President 
 Baker University

Authorization to Confer Degrees and 
Bestow University Honors and Recognition . . . . . . Ms. Brenda Tuller Stasiulis
 Chair of the Board of Trustees  
 Class of 1988

Presentation of University Recognition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .President Murray

Presentation of the Dr. Bill Neuenswander 
Outstanding Dissertation Award  
to Dr. Stacye Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Matthew R. Bice
 Dean of Graduate and Online Education

Presentation of Candidates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Darcy Russell
 Vice President of Academic Affairs  

and Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences

Conferral of Degrees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .President Murray
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Presentation of Degrees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Russell 

School of Education Graduate Candidates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dr. Bice

School of Nursing Graduate Candidates . . . . . . . . . Dr. Marlene Eicher 
 Associate Dean  
 School of Nursing, Graduate Programs

School of Professional  
and Graduate Studies Candidates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dr. Bice 
                                                                     

Assisted by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ms. Ramie Nation
 University Registrar

President’s Charge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .President Murray

*The Alma Mater . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Led by Nguyen Nicholson 
                                                                                    Junior, Music Education  

To The Orange by Warren Shepard                     
arr. by Roger Kugler 
Lyrics are available on page 3

*Benediction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Reverend Hopkins

**Recessional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kansas City St. Andrew Pipes and Drums

*All who are able will stand.

 **Audience members please remain standing until the recessional is completed.

The University Marshals are Dr. Sara Crump – Head Marshal, Dr. Brian Henry, 
Dr. Sherill Lambruschini, and Professor Amanda Schuster.

The Ed.D. advisors assisting with the hooding of the doctoral candidates  
today are Dr. Regena Aye, Dr. Phyllis Chase, Dr. Tracy Cooper, Dr. Harold Frye, 

Dr. Brian Henry, Dr. Tes Mehring, Dr. James Robins, Dr. Susan Rogers,  
and Dr. Denis Yoder.
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Candidates for Degrees

School of Education

Doctor of 
Education in 
Educational 
Leadership
Amanda Adams-Brazill

Matthew John Andersen

Katie R. Campbell

Kristin Werp Chasteen

Roslyn L. Christopher

Cory Michael Cox

Lisa M. Cross

Michelle Yvette Edwards

Angela Gill

Anne Katherine Kastelic

Logan Samuel Kelim

Erin L. Klein

Carrie Elizabeth Hankins 
Marcantonio

Diane Elaine Markley

Krystle Renee Mayginnes

Mallory Denise McCoy

Sarah E. Monfore

Autumn Ivy Nelson

Jeffrey J. Nevinski

Andrea Marie Paulakovich

Mindi Leigh Richardson

Scott Alan Sisemore

Ashley Hayes Van Horn

Sierra Quinn Williamson

Doctor of 
Education in 
Instructional 
Design and 
Performance 
Technology 
John Hamilton Gorman

Gaileen T. Nguyen

Amal Traboulsi

Linda Marjean Wiley
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Doctor of 
Education in 
Leadership 
in Higher 
Education
Christine D. Atkinson

Joshua James Doak

David W. Foose Jr.

Larry D. Geist

Brandon J. Steinert

Stacye L. Williams

Master of Arts 
in Education
Angela L. Banks

Patience DeAnn Blanc

Alicia Kaye Cole

Alyssa Nicole Cooley

Cayla C. Cushing

Misti Dailey

Juliana Rae Fisher

Guillermina Gonzalez

Kristina Towle Goodrich

Emily Hensley

Katherine Gracey Jimenez

Josiah Wayne Ketterman

Zauvionna F. Laddimore

Michael Thomas McCosh

Shannon Michelle Mickle

Samantha K. Pattrick

Nathan J. Pauly

Jennifer Janice Pillich

Ashley Marie Preston

Ashley Jean Reid

Ashlyn Ruscetti

Andrew I. Sloves

Randi Lynn Smith

Kelcie Danielle Spencer

Julieanne Stapleton

Ashley Nichole Strasser

Chasney Nicole Wolbaum

Jason Michael Wysong

Lisa Marie Zabokrtsky

Master of 
Science in 
Instructional 
Design and 
Performance 
Technology 
Meredith Beal

Stacey Feindt

Kiely C. Kingsbury

Kirstin Rae Riffee
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Master of 
Science 
in School 
Leadership
Brittany Ann Barker

Erin Elizabeth Blow

Danielle R. Dalton

Ashley Dobbie

Gina Fairbank

Lan Tiffany Huynh

Jacob Terrell Kelow

Cory Andrew Klaker

Dalton James Meinert

Andrew Ray Miller

Ashton Palmore

Dallas Rene Richardson

Christopher Michael Walter

Master of 
Science 
in Special 
Education
Brandy N. Gager

Laura Marie Seifert
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School of Nursing
Candidates for Degrees

Master of 
Science in 
Nursing 
Kristin Deanne Brassart

Charity Shekenna Nickcola

Rebecca Backer Goldenberg

Holly Nicole Hutchison

Mary Christine Janacaro

Ellee Marisa Johnston

Breanna Lee
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Candidates for Degrees

School of Professional 
and Graduate Studies

Master of 
Arts in 
Organizational 
Leadership
Shelli A. Bailey

Quinton Orion Graham

Andrea R. Knakmuhs

Megan Elizabeth Kock

Jessica Anne Niswander

Anthony Charles Picanso

Kurt Allan Power

Alexis Dre’Nay Reed

Amy Le Sanchez

Thomas M. Taylor

Master of 
Business 
Administration
Andrea Kay Adams

Marcia Irene Beaty

Adam D. Beckman

William Dean Brant

Richard Hugh Cassube II

Claire Nicole Chapman

Jordan Christenson

Mariah Chante’ Cohen

Roy Jeffrey Cooper

Samuel Tignando Dachil 
Alhassan

William R. Davis

Ethan Phillip Dean

Robert James Della-Pietra

Cailey A. DeLong

Sarah E. Dibben

Kaci D. Dillingham

David Thomas Dooley

Denise Doolin-Muir

William George Edwards

Teresa Jo Esteban

Jacob K. B. Fajong

Taylor Foss

Cameron Timothy Genter

Ryan Michael Gifford

Braden Robert Griffiths

Parker A. Guffey
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Joseph R. Hancock

Haleigh E. Harris

Jacob William Hemenway

Michael Hoeschele

Heath Marcus Clarence 
Horyna

Dineasha Necole Jones

Dave Kaluhiokalani

Caroline Klemp

Jaxon Eric Kutch

Jaleel H. Laffitte

Morgan M. Loggins

Gabriel Roberto Lopez

Lynley N. Mainous

Iwake Masialeti

Tywanna Elzie McClain

Taylor McQuarters

Caitlin Modesett

Anh Tuan Nguyen

Lauren Page

Erich Dawson Pouch

Trent Scheer

David M. Schmitt

Karen D. Scott

Collin James Sechrist

Merlin Semo

Shonda Mae Shaw

Renee D. Shultz

Madison B. Skillett

Shane Skwarlo

Ja’Hauri J. Smith

Keziah Ann Stroppel

Adrian Vincent Tamayo

Brooke Annika Taylor

Karlee Thomas

Jeanette Guadalupe Valencia

Brant C. Wilson

Master of 
Business 
Administration 
in Human 
Resources
Delinda Guajardo Lamb

Master of 
Science in Sport 
Management
Deverius Redell Brown

Coltin Joseph Hahle

Adam Thomas Horstick

Jake Jarrell

Joshua Myles Kelly

Josiah Westbrook
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Bachelor 
of Business 
Administration
Lacey Acker

Summa Cum Laude

Warren D. Bennett II

Jeremy Clark
Cum Laude

Meghan Lea Farrell
Magna Cum Laude

Anniese Ine’s Nicole Fields

Jennifer J Fisher

Jason Scott Funderburk
Summa Cum Laude

Ebony Gillom

William N. Gunter

Orion R. Gunter-Dion
Summa Cum Laude

Shaune Lee Hannen
Magna Cum Laude

Alexis Hodapp
Magna Cum Laude

Stephanie Elise Hoefler

Tracy Ann Hopkins

Keith A. Jimboy

Akkean Johnson Sr.

Rona Arlene Johnson-Murillo

Katherine M. Leontos
Magna Cum Laude

Priscilla Renee Lockard

John Manning
Summa Cum Laude

Nathaniel T. Mason
Summa Cum Laude

Joseph Ray Medearis

Angeline Nichole Michael
Summa Cum Laude

Esmeralda Morales-Loya

Lauren Elizabeth Mortsolf

Arron Eugene Nelson Sr.

Mackenzie Jacob Owen

Joshua Wayne Owens

Dallas Patterson

Hieu-Viet Hoang Pham

Brandi Jo Pohlmeier
Magna Cum Laude

Misty Dawn Rider
Summa Cum Laude

C. Marshall Robinett
Summa Cum Laude

Tammy Noel Ryan
Summa Cum Laude

Maria Therese Sanchez
Cum Laude

Pamela Sitton
Magna Cum Laude

Stacey L. Tadrus

Jennifer L. Totten

Robyn Alexis Williams

Danielle Lashay Woodruff
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Associate 
of Arts in 
Business
LaQuonia Boyd

Shakyra Monee Clayton

Kelly Dell
Magna Cum Laude

Excell Lovelace Jr.

 

Bachelor of 
Science
Lauren N. Aman

Heather Marie Clayton
Summa Cum Laude

Nicole Angel M. Whisler Diaz

Jenna Bea Harris

Rolanda Tona Kidd

Elizabeth Nicole Long
Cum Laude

Hunter Leigh Morris
Cum Laude

Neyssa Natalia Nunez

Becky Louise Pelton

Rosa Ysel Vargas

Bethany Marie Weber

Carlotta Renee Williamson

Bachelor of 
Science in 
Management
Ronald W. Humphrey Jr.

Sheree S. Prosser
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