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Today’s Commencement
The Address
Frank Bisignano is Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer of Fiserv, 
Inc. (NYSE: FI), a global leader in payments and financial technology. Under his 
leadership, the company is advancing new capabilities and accelerating its growth 
by coupling innovation with scale and operational excellence, bringing modern 
solutions to financial institutions, businesses, and consumers. Today, Fiserv serves 
clients in more than 100 countries, leads the IDC FinTech Top 100 ranking of 
global financial technology providers, and has been recognized as one of Fortune®  
World’s Most Admired Companies™ for nine of the last 10 years.
 Combining his expertise in banking and payments with deep experience and 
conviction in the transformative power of technology, Bisignano architected the 
combination of Fiserv with First Data Corp. in 2019, initially leading the combined 
company’s day-to-day operations as President and Chief Operating Officer  
before becoming Chief Executive Officer in July 2020 and Chairman of the Board 
in May 2022.
 During his tenure at First Data, Bisignano transformed the company from the 
world’s largest traditional payment processor into a technology innovator, industry 
collaborator, and commerce enabler for the 21st century. He also led its $2.6 billion 
initial public offering in 2015, the largest U.S. IPO of the year.
 Previously, Bisignano served as Co-Chief Operating Officer and Chief Executive 
Officer of Mortgage Banking at JPMorgan Chase & Co. and held multiple leadership 
positions at Citigroup.
 Among a number of non-profit commitments, he serves on the boards of the 
National September 11 Memorial and Museum, the Mount Sinai Health System, 
and The Battery Conservancy, and is a member of Business Roundtable, a U.S.-
based association of CEOs who use public policy to promote a thriving economy 
and expanded opportunities for Americans. 
 Bisignano is a professional and personal advocate for creating positive change 
in communities and has spearheaded multiple causes, including the Fiserv 
Back2Business program, a $50 million commitment to support minority-owned 
small businesses. 
 He and his family are also personal supporters of the military and veteran 
community, including the Institute for Veterans and Military Families, the September 
11 Memorial and Museum, and the Intrepid Sea, Air, and Space Museum.
 Bisignano attended Baker University through 1979, studying business 
administration. At Baker, he was an active bowling team member, competing at the 
national level and receiving multiple accolades, including NAIA All-American. 
 Bisignano holds honorary doctorate degrees from Howard University, the New 
York Institute of Technology, St. Thomas Aquinas College, and Syracuse University.
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The University
In the mid-1850s, a group of Methodist ministers sought refuge from the brutality 
of a territory torn by economic and social disagreement. It was decided that such a 
retreat could only be found in the presence of education. A sanctuary of culture and 
civility was planned, but it was not until the Palmyra Association made a considerable 
donation of land that Baldwin City was selected as the location for Kansas’ first 
university. Named for Osmon C. Baker, the first American bishop of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Baker University was granted a charter by the territorial legislature 
on February 12, 1858.
 Throughout its history, the university has produced educated contributors to 
all fields. Baker boasts four Rhodes Scholars, a Pulitzer Prize winner, and countless 
others who have made a lasting impact as explorers, clergymen, politicians, writers, 
and academics.
 In the 166 years since its inception, Baker has evolved from a small university 
and preparatory school to a comprehensive university with four schools and degrees 
ranging from associate to doctorate. From the first graduating class of three in 1866, 
Baker now serves students across campuses in Kansas and online around the world. 
The College of Arts and Sciences offers undergraduate degrees in more than 30 areas of 
study on the Baldwin City campus. The School of Professional and Graduate Studies 
serves working adults with numerous online programs. At the School of Nursing, 
Baker partners with Stormont Vail Health in Topeka to offer bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in nursing. The School of Education offers bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral 
degrees in Baldwin City and online.

Class Organizations
Baker University’s Class of 1891 began the tradition of naming itself and bequeathing 
its title to the incoming freshman class. Thus, each organization’s name and traditions 
are passed on through generations. During any given year, four organizations are 
represented among the freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior classes: Columbian 
Commonwealth, Senatus Romanus, King Arthur’s Court, and House of Hanover. 
The class of 2023 is part of House of Hanover, and the class of 2024 is part of 
Columbian Commonwealth. When the class of 2028 enters Baker in the fall, it will 
assume the traditions of Columbian Commonwealth.

Designation of  
Scholastic Honors
These designations are applicable to baccalaureate degrees:
 Summa Cum Laude – With Highest Honors
 Magna Cum Laude – With High Honors
 Cum Laude – With Honors

The Academic Regalia
The pageantry and dress of the academic procession have been inherited from the 
medieval universities of the eleventh and twelfth centuries where academic life 
began, first in the Church, then in the guilds. Principal features of academic dress 
are the gown, the cap, and the hood.
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 The bachelor’s gown has pointed sleeves. Sleeves of the master’s degree gown are 
long and closed with a slit at the wrist. Doctoral gowns have full bell sleeves with 
three velvet chevrons across them and are faced with velvet. University presidents 
usually wear academic regalia that represents the school.
 The colors of the hood generally represent the school and discipline. Traditional 
colors associated with disciplines are Maize, Agriculture; White, Arts, Letters, and 
Humanities; Drab, Accounting and Business; Copper, Economics; Light Blue, 
Education; Orange, Engineering; Brown, Fine Arts; Russet, Forestry; Crimson, 
Journalism; Purple, Law; Lemon, Library Science; Green, Medicine; Pink, Music; 
Apricot, Nursing; Silver Gray, Speech; Dark Blue, Philosophy; Sage Green, Physical 
Education; Golden Yellow, Science; Citron, Social Work; Scarlet, Theology.

The University Symbols
In 166 years, Baker has developed many rich traditions. Along with these 
traditions came a series of symbols holding special meaning to the university and 
its rituals.
 The Presidential Medallion was first worn on April 22, 1967, by Baker 
President James E. Doty for his inauguration. A gift from Doty’s alma mater, 
Mount Union College in Ohio, the sterling silver and gold medallion is worn 
by university presidents during ceremonial events, such as commencement and 
convocation, to signify the official authority and responsibility of the president.
 The Baker University seal was added as a university symbol when the 
university celebrated its golden anniversary. Its Latin motto translates “Let him 
first be a man,” adding to the display of three Greek words: mind, body, and soul. 
At the center is the lamp of learning on the open book of knowledge.
 The Baker University mace symbolizes the power and authority of learning. 
Commissioned for the 1974 inauguration of Baker’s 24th president, Jerald C. 
Walker, Walt Bailey, emeritus faculty member whose career at Baker spanned 42 
years as a professor of art, created the mace from remnants of Baker’s Centenary 
Hall and historic Parmenter Hall. Bearing the name of Baker’s 29 presidents, the 
mace is carried in the procession of official university ceremonies by the Grand 
Marshal. The traditional symbol was derived from a battle instrument of the 
knights in the Middle Ages.

Flags 
The flags represent the countries of origin of our graduating students and faculty. 
This year we have flags representing Antigua and Barbuda, Colombia, Hungary, 
Nigeria, and Romania.

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
The Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award recognizes Baker University alumni 
who have made exceptional contributions in their professional fields and their 
communities since graduating. They have demonstrated remarkable leadership 
skills and serve as role models for current and future alumni. Their unwavering 
commitment to Baker University is evident in their continued support of and 
involvement with the university.
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Kopke Award
The Jennie Howell Kopke and Verda R. Kopke Award for Distinguished Teaching 
recognizes annually a Baker faculty member who has a record of excellence in 
teaching and in transforming students into scholars, who brings honor to the 
university, and who exhibits good moral character.

Jabara Leadership Award
The Jabara Leadership Award recognizes one graduating male and one graduating 
female student who demonstrate leadership, academic excellence, departmental 
involvement, and career potential while completing their degree at Baker.

The Alma Mater 
To The Orange
by Warren Shepard, arr. by Roger Kugler

The Program
This program lists degree recipients together with candidates who plan to complete 
requirements in the near future. It is not an official list of graduates.  

Exit procedure: In the event of an emergency, please remain calm and move to the exits in 
an orderly fashion. There are two gates that exit on the northeast side of the grandstand 
and two gates that exit to the west. Please move quietly and quickly to the nearest exit. 
In the event of lightning, please exit the stadium and return to your vehicle. We will 
communicate with graduates when it is safe to return to your seats or if the ceremony will 
be postponed. 

Thank you. 
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Order of
President Lynne E. Murray

Presiding

 theCeremonies
*Processional  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kansas City St. Andrew Pipes and Drums

*Invocation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Reverend Kevin Hopkins

 University Minister

Welcome and Introductions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Lynne Murray

 29th President 

 Baker University

Remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mason Mecke, Class of 2024 

                                                                                        Senior Class President

Commencement Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mr. Frank Bisignano 

                                                  Chairman, President, and CEO of Fiserv, Inc. 

Class of 1979

Authorization to Confer Degrees and  

Bestow University Honors and Recognition . . . . . .  Ms. Brenda Tuller Stasiulis 

                                                                           Chair of the Board of Trustees   
                                                                                                    Class of 1988
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Presentation of University Recognition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  President Murray

          Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award  . . . . . . . .  President Murray

           Jennie Howell Kopke and Verda R. Kopke 

           Award for Distinguished Teaching . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  President Murray

          2024 Outstanding Senior Awards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dr. Cassy Bailey

 Vice President of Student Affairs  

 and Enrollment Management and Dean of Students

Professor Fran Jabara Leadership Awards . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Judy Smrha

 Professor and Chair 

 of Business and Economics

Presentation of Candidates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Darcy Russell

 Vice President of Academic Affairs 

and Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences

Conferral of Degrees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  President Murray

Presentation of Degrees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Russell

College of Arts and Sciences  
and School of Education  
Undergraduate Candidates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Russell

Recognition of Candidates  

for Teacher Licensure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Matthew R. Bice

 Dean of Graduate and Online Education
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School of Nursing Candidates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Libby Rosen  

 Dean of the School of Nursing

Assisted by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ms. Ramie Nation

 University Registrar

President’s Charge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  President Murray

*The Alma Mater . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Led by Nguyen Nicholson 

                                                                                    Junior, Music Education 

 

To The Orange by Warren Shepard                     

arr. by Roger Kugler 

Lyrics are available on page 4.

*Benediction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Reverend Hopkins

**Recessional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kansas City St. Andrew Pipes and Drums

*All who are able will stand.

 **Audience members please remain standing until the recessional is completed.

The University Marshals are Dr. Sara Crump – Head Marshal, 

Dr. Tony Brown, Professor John Richards, and Professor Amanda Schuster.   
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College of Arts and Sciences 
School of  Education

Candidates for Degrees

and

Bachelor  
of Arts 
Sidney D. Alaimo 

Summa Cum Laude 
Studio Art, Spanish, 
Psychology 

Aaliyah E. Bueno
Psychology

Ian J. Carroll 
Cum Laude 
History

Braydon Todd Conaway *
History, Secondary Education

Holly Drury 
Summa Cum Laude 
Health Humanities

Colbie Dakenzie Fairley
Mass Media

Delaney Elizabeth Franklin 
Cum Laude 
Psychology

Hunter Steven French
Sports Administration

Ernesto Sebastian Hernandez
Sports Administration

Kylie Hernandez
Psychology

Caitlin Lucas
History

Ashley Matthews *
Magna Cum Laude 
English, Secondary Education 

Hailee Joan McCormick 
Summa Cum Laude 
Religious Studies, History

John Patrick Merchant 
Summa Cum Laude 
Psychology

Sophia Kay Purcell 
Magna Cum Laude 
Psychology

Nina Rebecca Timmen
Sports Administration

Kaitlyn Whipkey 
Magna Cum Laude 
Studio Art

Annabella Jade Wiles *
Summa Cum Laude 
Elementary Education  
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* candidates for teacher licensure

+ honors scholars

Bachelor 
of Music 
Education
Shayla Michelle Garcia *

Music Education

Bachelor  
of Science 
Brooke Elaine Allen 

Magna Cum Laude 
Exercise Science

Wyatt T. Allen 
Cum Laude 
Business

Jordan M. Barth
Human Biology

Blaise E. Ball 
Summa Cum Laude 
Business

Beth Marie Baum + 
Summa Cum Laude 
Biochemistry, Spanish

Alex Michael Berg 
Cum Laude 
Sports Administration

Chase William Bloodgood
Exercise Science

Savannah Megan Bray 
Magna Cum Laude 
Public Health

Elizabeth Brown 
Magna Cum Laude 
Biochemistry

Jayden R. Brown
Sports Administration

Jayson Brown
Business

Yasmine Dalila Bueno
Public Health

Masyn Michelle Burnsides 
Cum Laude 
Human Biology

Roman D. Bushek 
Cum Laude 
Mathematics, Computer 
Science

Shelby La’Net Butts
Exercise Science

Jacob Richard Campbell
Communication Studies

Emma Nicole Cunningham 
Cum Laude 
Exercise Science

Sydney R. Delfelder 
Magna Cum Laude 
Mathematics

Bailey DeVore *
Elementary Education

Aron Cameron Dominick
Accounting
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Trey Donovan 
Magna Cum Laude 
Mass Media

Preston Randall Drake
Business

Tanner K. Eckerle
Public Health

Emma Elder 
Magna Cum Laude 
Public Health

Karla English
Business

Cole Fischman
Business

Tucker John Flory
Sports Administration

Mikayla Forde 
Cum Laude 
Psychology

Cambrie Ryan Frame 
Cum Laude 
Exercise Science

Monica Lane Funk *
Summa Cum Laude 
Secondary Education, 
Biology 

Jamie Lee Bohon *
Cum Laude 
Secondary History Education 

Trinity Marie Gilbert 
Summa Cum Laude 
Business

Nigil Rashaan Graves
Business

Jessica Ann Gusland *
Magna Cum Laude 
Secondary Mathematics 
Education 

Abigail Maxine Halstead
Interdisciplinary Major in 
Applied Health Sciences and 
Business

Olivia R. Harms
Psychology

Chris Harriman 
Summa Cum Laude 
Biology

Haileyann Renee Hatfield
Human Biology

Katherine N. Heath 
Cum Laude 
Exercise Science

Trysten Dee Heck
Recreation

Mary Grace Hess 
Cum Laude 
Exercise Science

Jonathan Jenkins 
Cum Laude 
Sports Administration

Kylie Nicole Jenkins + 
Magna Cum Laude 
Psychology

Brennan D. Johnson 
Cum Laude 
Business
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* candidates for teacher licensure

+ honors scholars

Ryan Christopher Johnson
Sports Administration

Emma Jeanne Jones *
Elementary Education

Korey M. Jones
Business

Rocky Juarez
Business

Gyorgy Kamaras
Business

Malachi Karibo
Business

Camden David Karlin 
Cum Laude 
Accounting

Jake Patrick Kaufman 
Secondary Business Education

Anthony S. Kennedy
Sports Administration

Zain Michael Khan + 
Magna Cum Laude 
International Studies

Dallas Joseph Koelzer
Magna Cum Laude 
Psychology

Aubree Koren
Biology

Jacob Holden Kosanke 
Summa Cum Laude 
Chemistry

Kyra Elena Larson
Sociology

Kassidy L. Leiszler
Biology

Thomas John Libeer
Business

Fabian Yadid Martinez 
Camargo

Computer Science

Arleasia Ashland Gracie 
McGee

Interdisciplinary Major in 
Political Science and Social 
Sciences

Gabriel McKeown 
Cum Laude 
Business

Lauren McKinney
Human Biology

Ciarra McWilliams 
Cum Laude 
Exercise Science

Mason Metz Mecke 
Summa Cum Laude 
Biology

Abigail Rose Middleton 
Cum Laude 
Psychology

Kinsey Dawn Miller
Sociology
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Ashanti I. Minnenhall
Psychology

Annika T. Munch *
Summa Cum Laude 
Interdisciplinary Major in 
Secondary Education and 
History 

Katie Anne Murray
Business

Michael Alexander Myers
Business

Jalen Nash
Sports Administration

Catherine Cooper Nearmyer 
Magna Cum Laude 
Public Health

Zachary Neher
Psychology

Caleb James Nelson
Sports Administration

Kyle Newman
Mass Media

Taylor Malia Nicholson 
Magna Cum Laude 
Mass Media

Gracyn R. Nutsch
International Business

Jessica L. Olson *
Cum Laude 
Elementary Education 

Cristian Enrique Parada
Exercise Science

Ashley Faith Paulick
Biochemistry

Riley Marie Phillips
Sports Administration

Brodie Pollock 
Cum Laude 
Elementary Education, 
Physical Education and 
Health

Caden R. Pogue
Business

Taylor Theda Eilene 
Poindexter 

Cum Laude 
Psychology

Celbi Richardson 
Summa Cum Laude 
Business, International 
Business, Economics

Lilyan Bryonna Rodriguez
Public Health

Evelyn Lee Roesner 
Summa Cum Laude 
Exercise Science

Antonio Salas
International Business

Katrina Joy Sargent 
Magna Cum Laude 
Psychology

Amari Sewer
Sports Administration

Peyton Sparks
Business
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* candidates for teacher licensure

+ honors scholars

Kendall Bliss Staley 
Cum Laude 
Exercise Science

Hannah Rain Stapleton
Exercise Science

Jackson L. Stoppel 
Magna Cum Laude 
Chemistry, Mathematics, 
Physics

Jakob C. Stovall
Business

Benjamin Stubblefield 
Cum Laude 
Secondary Education, 
Mathematics

Grant A. Thompson 
Cum Laude 
Exercise Science

Mia Vitaly Tovkach
Sociology

Jaelyn Two Hearts
Business

Brayden Lee Vawter 
Magna Cum Laude 
Business

Amanda Vega *
Summa Cum Laude 
Secondary Education  

Amber Vega *
Summa Cum Laude 
Secondary Education 

Martha Guadalupe Vizcarra
Biochemistry

Joshua Weghorst
Economics

Braden Wiggs *
Cum Laude 
Physical Education and 
Health 

Ashley Wilson 
Cum Laude 
Biochemistry

Aunna R. Wolfe
Mass Media

Alex Wright
Computer Science

Elijah Wesley Young
Business 
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Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing

School of Nursing
Candidates for Degrees

Mario Eduardo Andrade 
Gutierrez

Keighlee Marie Armstrong *
Summa Cum Laude 

Casey Lynn Barker *
Magna Cum Laude 

Izabella Epifania Baska

Mikah Arlene Beavers

Sophia Madylin Billings *
Cum Laude 

Nicolette Marie Boehmer

Michaela Hope Bowers

Jane Frances Marie Brown

Taylor Katherine Brunton *

Samantha Raye Carolan *
Magna Cum Laude

Marissa A. Clynes

Jason Scott Coffman

Jane M. Colt *

Madison Rané Dudley *

Alison Elaine Enzbrenner *
Summa Cum Laude

Kayla Marie Farmer

Audrey Nicole Flowers *
Magna Cum Laude 

Maya L. Freeman *
Cum Laude 

Mikaela Mae Gose *

Carly Ann Gustin *
Magna Cum Laude 

Darian Marie Harbaugh

Faith Emily Haussler *

Erica Renee Hayes

Elaina N. Hensley * 

Chloe Marie Hoffman * 

T’Khara Jones

Rachel Anne Kerr

August Leigh Koerperich

Abigail A. Lange
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Quinton LeBar

Kalia Chrystal Lor

Hunter Lauren Lowdermilk

Peyton Jo Luttjohann

Linh Uyen Ly

Grant May *

Leanna Grace McDonald

ChrisAnn Ashmore Meier *
Cum Laude 

Jennifer Christine Moore

Monia Hope Moukadam *
Cum Laude 

Charity W. Ndungu *

Ainsley Madison Nordhus *
Summa Cum Laude 

Claribel Obregon French

Austyn Marie Owenson

Kalliyan Phy

Alexander Michael Rotert

Peyton E. Sannan *
Magna Cum Laude 

Kaitlyn Saunders *
Cum Laude 

Julie Alanys Schwindt

Ashlyn Nicole Shields *

Grace Shoemaker *
Summa Cum Laude 

Alexandria L. Simmons *

Taylor Elizabeth Snyder *

Aubrie Elise Sutton

Sydney Michelle Williams

Yurisa Zepeda 

* sigma theta tau international 
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